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Abstract: The aim of this paper is to reveal the evolution in the latest 30 years, research hotspots and research fronts of Health Literacy. We retrieved the whole
documents data by topic word "health literacy" from 1990 to 2010 in SCI, SSCI. Documents are visualized through a number of co-citation maps, which filtered the
critical node documents in the evolution of health literacy research by knowledge visualization tool, CiteSpace. We also applied its function of document-noun phrase
network ,keywords clusting and burst detecting to analyse the research hotspots and research fronts. 11 critical node documents perfectly showed the evolution pathway
of health literacy research, 2 clear clusters and 19 burst terms indicated the research hotspots and research fronts. Health literacy and mental health literacy are two domain
research fields of health literacy. Such subjects or fields as connotation of health literacy, health materials' readability, rapid assessment of literacy levels, health education,
emergency and chronic disease or infections represented by AIDS are research fronts and development trends in future.
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