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Abstract To reveal the theoretical evolution in the late two decades, research hotspots and research fronts of international ontology re-
search in the field of library and information science, 728 papers published between 1990 and 2012 are retrieved from Web of Science with
the topic search of ontology in library and information science. Using knowledge visualization tool CiteSpacell, documents are visualized

through a number of co-citation maps, which filtered the critical node documents in the evolution of ontology research. The functions of

keywords clustering and burst terms detecting are used to analyze the research hotspots and research fronts.
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